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Welcome to the 3rd newsletter of the ENERGY BARGE project.
The newsletter regarding biomass and logistics in the Danube
region.
In this edition of the Newsletter the focus moves on the way
ENERGY BARGE is presenting the project’s activities through
the use of Social Media.
From live coverage of events through real time interaction, the
projects aims to provide all the needed information to the
stakeholders of the region, as well as to anyone that is
interested regarding the project activities and results.
We present in the Newsletter important studies about Inland
Navigation in Europe and information about an ambitious
project to connect the Danube river with the port of
Thessaloniki.
You will also find information about the meeting in Bucharest
among the Commission Vice-President responsible for the
Energy Union Maroš Šefčovič, Commissioner for Climate Action
and Energy Miguel Arias Cañete and Energy Ministers from 9
EU Member States and 8 Energy Community Contracting
Parties that lead to an agreement for reinforcement of regional
cooperation regarding energy matters.
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ENERGY BARGE on Social Media!
Social Media has become one of the most
important means of communication. ENERGY
BARGE is already active on 3 of the most
important Social Media platforms:
Twitter: @Energy_Barge
LinkedIn: Energy Barge
Facebook: www.facebook.com/energybarge

The main scope of the Social Media accounts
of the project is to promote the
announcements on the website of ENERGY
BARGE
(www.interreg-danube.eu/energybarge) and to reach the widest possible
audience of stakeholders interested in
biomass and inland navigation in the Danube
area.
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Live Interraction
Furthermore, the team of the project is working on to
make the Social Media an interactive corridor for
communication among those interested in the project
and the project partners.
So far according to the Facebook page statistics the usual
response time when someone is sending a message to the
project’s page the response time is just one minute!
To enhance the communication of the project with the
stakeholders, the Communication Manager of ENERGY
BARGE will announce at the beginning of each month on
the project’s website the date that the representative of
the project will be available to reply question at all 3
communication platforms in real time, starting from
January 2018.
The language of communication will be in English, but in
case there will be questions regarding the project in
other languages, the Communication Manager will try to
reply to the Stakeholder in the language the user prefers
in a timely manner.
The aim is to increase the audience of the Social Media
accounts of the project and provide them information
about the latest progress of ENERGY BARGE is in line
with the already implemented live coverage of the events!

Live Coverage of the Events
ENERGY BARGE has already concluded two SCOM
meetings (Linz and Ruse), the Kick-off event in Linz and
the National Workshop in Ruse (Bulgaria).
All the above-mentioned events were covered “live” with
continuous posts either on the project’s Twitter or
Facebook page and gave the opportunity to users to find
out more about the project and create an interaction.
According the statistics from the Facebook page account,
over 3.000 users have seen the posts regarding the Kickoff day and the National Workshop, while at Twitter just
the posts regarding the National Workshop in Ruse
gathered over 18,000 of impressions!

The tweet from the the National Workshop
in Ruse regarding the percentage
of forest coverage in Bulgaria
gathered 2,513 impressions!
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New annual report on European inland navigation by CCNR
(Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine)

For the second year, the Central
Commission for the Navigation of the
Rhine (CCNR) publishes its annual
Market Observation report on inland
navigation in Europe, in cooperation
with the European Commission.
This report, the outcome of close
collaboration
between
the
two
institutions, provides an exhaustive
overview of the market situation and of
developments in European inland
navigation during 2016.
Both
Mrs
Bulc,
European
Commissioner for Mobility and
Transport, and Mr Georges, Secretary
General of the CCNR, wrote a foreword,
illustrating the publication’s resolutely
European dimension.
Short analysis
The analysis of the development of
transport volumes on major European
waterways and in the principal

@CCNR – Central Commission
for the Navigation of the Rhine

European inland ports is a central
component of the annual report. In
2016, river transport represented
goods transportation of almost 145
billion tonne kilometres, with an
increasing important concentration
within the Rhineland countries.
The publication takes a particularly
close look at each transport segment, in
particular
containers.
Container
transport
increased
by
4.6%
throughout the European Union to
reach 15 billion tonne kilometres.
Passenger transport, in particular the
river cruise segment, also continued its
upward trajectory in 2016: the 335
cruise vessels plying the Rhine, Danube
, Seine, Elbe, the Rhone and other
European Union rivers carried a total of
1.36 million people.
To download the report, please press
here or at the cover

Navigable Danube-Thessaloniki river link project
During the past months there were
discussions on political level regarding
the creation of river link project to
connect the Danube river with the port
of Thessaloniki.
The Prime minister of Greece Mr. Alexis
Tsipras following the Greece-Serbia
High Level Cooperation Council in
Thessaloniki (August 2017) stated that
“the plans to create a navigable
“corridor” of canals linking the Danube
River with Thessaloniki are a “project
of huge significance for Greece, Serbia
and all of Europe”.
According
to
www.danubecooperation.com
“the
waterway
Danube-Morava-Vardar-Aegean Sea is
multifunctional
project
of
high
importance for the Republic of Serbia
since the basin of the river Morava
covers a significant part of the territory,
including its largest cities, main
corridors, population, agricultural land

Map: @ www.danube-cooperation.com

etc. Regulation of the river Morava and
its tributaries by constructing the flood
protection system, irrigation system,
using their waters for water supply for
surrounding cities and industries,
exploitation of hydro energetic
potential etc. would bring a lot of
benefits to the development of whole
Republic. Moreover, the construction of
navigable waterway from Danube to
Thessaloniki would be the shorten
route Belgrade – Thessaloniki for

approximately 1200 km if compared to
the route running by the Danube, the
Black Sea to the Aegean Sea, while the
river and canal transport, in general,
has a lot advantages over rail and road
traffic such as considerably low
transport costs, large capacities,
reduced number of employee, big
advantages in loading and discharging,
storage and maintenance of various
types of goods and their safety in
transit. Connected with the European
canal network and Rhine-Main-Danube
artery, the Morava-Vardar/Axios canal
will have a great influence on the
increase of economic benefit of the
eastern and western Europe”.
According to Greek media the project
will require cost up to 7,000,000,000 $
and in order to get funds for the project
the Greek and Serbian Prime Ministers
have presented presented the idea to
China’s leadership during Mr. Tsipras’
visit to Beijing.

Strengthening solidarity between Central and South-Eastern European Countries

The fourth CESEC High Level Group
Ministerial meeting took place in
Bucharest on 28 September 2017.
Commission Vice-President responsible
for the Energy Union Maroš Šefčovič
and Commissioner for Climate Action
and Energy Miguel Arias Cañete met
Ministers from 9 EU countries and
8 Energy Community Contracting
Parties and agreed to reinforce their
regional cooperation.
The Ministers signed a Memorandum of
Understanding
(MoU)
expanding
CESEC's scope beyond gas into
electricity markets, energy efficiency
and renewable development. The MoU
incorporates a list of priority projects
to build an interconnected regional
electricity market, as well as specific
actions to boost renewables and

investment in energy efficiency in a
region with vast growth potential in
these areas. In addition, the Connecting
Europe Facility Grant Agreement for
the Krk LNG Terminal in Croatia was
initialled. Ministers also reconfirmed
their commitment to rapidly complete
the remaining CESEC priority gas
projects, and adopted an updated
action plan on gas market and
regulatory aspects setting out progress
made since September 2016.
Commissioner Cañete said:
Thanks to the high level political
commitment we have witnessed today,
and to the smart mobilisation of EU
funds, we will continue to complete the
energy infrastructure the region needs.
By extending CESEC's scope beyond
gas, we will ensure effective access to

alternative sources of energy, promote
competition and lower prices, while
also decarbonising the region's
economies.
CESEC (Commission Initiative on
Central and South-Eastern European
Energy Connectivity) brings together
the EU countries Austria, Bulgaria,
Croatia,
Greece,
Hungary,
Italy,
Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia, and
the Energy Community Contracting
Parties FYROM, Serbia, Ukraine,
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Montenegro, Kosovo, Moldova, to
accelerate the integration of central
and south eastern European gas
markets and diversify gas supplies.
More information is available in
the press release.
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The local authorities of the city of Straubing, Lower
Bavaria, established the BioCampus Straubing GmbH
in 2003 as a regional business support and
development agency focused on the biomass sector.
It also runs a regional network comprising 107
partners (R&D, enterprises, supporting institutions)
and markets Straubing as “Region of Renewable Raw
Materials”. BCG is a subsidiary of the “Zweckverband
Hafen Straubing-Sand”. The ZVH is a public body
functioning as an association of three communes. It
manages a 220 ha industrial park, a start-up center,
the BioCubator Businesscenter for Renewable Raw
Materials, and owns the Danube port Straubing.

The BioCampus was founded in the context of
Straubing’s rich agricultural and forestry resources
and its vicinity to the Bavaria-lead “KoNaRo Straubing
- Center of Excellence for Renewable Raw Materials
Straubing” with the goal of creating a businessfocused counterpart to the scientific landscape.
Given its own and the partners’ expertise in the realm
of bioenergy and biomaterials, the availability of
biobased resources as well the existing infrastructure
of the Danube port and the BioCubator,
BCG works towards profiling the region as a
bioeconomy site and developing the macro-regional
development concept “Green Chemistry Belt”. In this
concept, local harvesting, regional conversion and
central refinement of primary and secondary biomass
along the fertile Danube river banks shall lead to
sustainable production of biobased products and
energy and added value creation in rural areas along
the Danube via utilization of inland waterway
logistics.
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