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Pretty fall picture from the Danube port of Straubing
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Welcome to the 4th newsletter of the ENERGY BARGE
project. The newsletter presents the progress of the
project as well as the latest news regarding biomass and
logistics in the Danube region.
In this Newsletter you can find more information about
the 6th Annual EUSDR Forum (European Strategy for the
Danube Region) which was held in Budapest and ENERGY
BARGE project was presented to the audience by Mr.
Thies Fellenberg.
Apart from this, you can find a first brief of the results of
the Work Package 3 of the project regarding the study
about Biomass and bioenergy markets in the Danube
Region.
The team of ENERGY BARGE is getting ready for the next
workshop in Zagreb on 18th January 2018, where the
project consortium will discuss the potential for green
energy in the form of biomass in Croatia in combination
with a better connected Danube logistics sector.
The team of ENERGY BARGE
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ENERGY BARGE at the
6th Annual Forum of EUSDR
The 6th Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region took place on 18-19th October in
Budapest. The event was jointly organised by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary, the
European Commission and the Danube Transnational
Programme (DTP). The Annual Forum offered the
platform to discuss about the current state as well as
the future course of the Strategy with a focus on some
of the most urgent topics of the Danube region like
energy
security,
infrastructure
development,
environmentally friendly transportation and financing
possibilities.
The project ENERGY BARGE was presented by Thies
Fellenberg during the workshop “Sustainable energy”
as part of the DTP Capitalisation Strategy. The aim of
the DTP Capitalisation Strategy is to encourage the
links between projects and other stakeholders working
on similar topics, for which those projects were
compiled under so-called Thematic Poles. ENERGY
BARGE is part of Thematic Pole 8 – Sustainable Energy.
The projects shall highly draw on the results of other
projects and thus create higher leverage effects to
increase their visibility and strengthen thematic
networks in the Danube area and beyond.
Pál Ságvári from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade of Hungary moderated the workshop, which was
attended by approx. 30 participants. The DTP funded
projects 3Smart (smart grids) and DARLINGe
(geothermal energy) were presented by the respective
coordinators besides the project ENERGY BARGE. Thus
the topics of the three projects cover a broad range
from the field of renewable energies. Gaps on topics
were addressed and discussed and potentials for
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synergy were identified.
As DARLINGe and ENERGY BARGE both address the
heating sector, it is envisaged to reach out to joint
stakeholders in the further course of the projects to
better connect the different renewable energy sources
on local and regional level. In the first place it was
agreed that Mario Vasak, lead partner of the project
3Smart, will attend the next ENERGY BARGE workshop
in Zagreb on 18th January 2018 and present the project
to the consortium and external stakeholders.

Danube Participation Day
The 4th Danube Participation Day was held one day
before the 6th Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region. This year´s topic was "Science meets
participation, innovation and sustainability – The
agenda for participation in EU macro-regional
strategies.“
The Danube Participation Day gathered representatives
from civil society organizations, local, regional and
national public authorities, university and research
from the 14 EUSDR partner countries, representatives
from the EUSDR governance as well as from European
and international organizations. The aim was to foster
cooperation and participation for better development
in the Danube Region. Thus, the Danube Participation
Days served also as a platform for exchanging views
and perceptions among each other, discussing goodpractices of participatory governance and project
implementations as well as for getting involved with
decision-makers.
This year's DPD was held in an unusual interest, both
by representatives of civil society and representatives
of various organizations and institutions of national
and local character. The dense and intense agenda
provided an active participation to all participants,
especially through a lively debate that has evolved into
5 comparative working groups.

5 comparative working groups.
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The special "treat" of this year's event is reflected in the
final presentation by the famous writer Gyorgy Konrad,
who spoke with his extraordinary language about the
past of the region as well as to look at the challenges in
the immediate future as well as the tasks of civil society
globally.
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Factsheet - EU Strategy
for the Danube Region
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The EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) is the
second EU macro-regional strategy adopted by the
European Commission in 2010 and endorsed by the
European Council in 2011.
The Strategy brings together 14 countries along the
Danube River, and covers an area which is home to 112
million people, or one-fifth of the EU’s population.
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The Strategy focuses on four pillars:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Connecting the region
Protecting the environment
Building prosperity
Strengthening the Region.

Within each pillar, concrete cooperation actions specify
priority areas such as sustainable energy, culture and
tourism, environmental risks, biodiversity, water
quality, knowledge society, competitiveness, people and
skills, security, mobility rail-road-air.
During the 6 years of implementation, thanks to the
Strategy, several new important macro-regional
projects have either started or been further developed
(e.g. in the fields of navigability and climate change). By
bringing together different stakeholders from different
levels, the EUSDR has contributed to an improved
culture of cooperation and helped to develop a
multicultural dialogue. It has also helped to strengthen
coordination and develop synergies between policies
and institutions at the national level, and supported
intensified thematic cooperation with the non-EU
countries, and between existing international
organizations in the region.
MORE INFORMATION
https://www.danube-region.eu/
Danube
Region
Strategy:
http://europa.eu/!JM99Nm
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News from ENERGY BARGE
Work Package 3: Biomass and bioenergy
markets in the Danube Region
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In the middle of the second period of the ENERGY
BARGE project, it is time to give some first insight into
what the project team has been working on up until
now. The first brief newsflash deals with Work Package
3, which is all about exploring and mapping the Danube
region’s biomass and bioenergy markets current state.
It identifies potentials to firstly, increase the
sustainable utilization of bio based energy and to
secondly, using the capacities of inland waterway
transport to shift bioenergy feedstock, intermediaries
and products on the Danube in order to utilize it where
it is most needed. As an effect, Danube ports shall
become hubs for sustainable biomass transport and
bioenergy production and utilizations. In order to
achieve this, stakeholders from both complex supply
chains and across all Danube countries need to be
interlinked.
In Work Package 3’s first finalized activity, called
“overview of the bioenergy market and value chain
situation”, three deliverables challenged the partners to
look into the their national biomass and bioenergy
landscapes on a macro-level, before the second activity
looks more detailed into the state, needs and
development options of suppliers, processors, traders
and end users of biomass and bioenergy and national
best practice cases for integrated bioenergy production.
Looking closely at market potentials
In deliverable 1, the transnational market study
compendium, the partners intensively screened their
national markets for current bioenergy data, untapped
potential to sustainably supply energy based on
biomass and identified most promising biomass
feedstock types, bioenergy products and deployment
sectors. Additionally, an assessment of the suitability of
feedstocks, intermediaries, products and residue
material for inland waterway transport took place.
Some of the main results include:
Woody biomass is and will be the predominant national
and transnational biomass segment both in terms of
potential and in terms of actual current use
Especially the residue material from forestry and wood

industry has a major unexploited potential in several
countries, e.g. Germany, Austria, Hungary, Romania and
Croatia
Agricultural residue materials, although reported as
challenging regarding collection and transportation at
times, show future potential that might also be
economically viable given the right political and
technological framework
In all covered countries, bio based residue material is
the feedstock group most promising for future
energetic purposes in the Danube region in line with
the principle of sustainable potential,
In addition, some countries also indicate significant
potential for advanced technologies, especially secondgeneration, lignocellulosic and oil-based biofuels, e.g.
Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and
Slovakia
Especially for the last mentioned point, potential for
inland waterways to offer necessary logistical service is
of significance due to the high volumes and the rather
centralized production infrastructure. This accounts
especially for the entire oil seed supply chain and the
latter parts of the lignocellulosic biofuels supply chain
(transport of products and residues)
In the two further activity 1 deliverables, existing
biomass feedstock flows between and within Danube
countries were identified. The idea here is to firstly
visualize existing flows for logistics providers and
bioenergy producers and to secondly identify trends
and options to better and more sustainably organize
transport and logistics. Also, the national sustainability
regulations for production, supply and usage of
biomass for energy purposes were collected, compared
and analysed towards formulating transnational
recommendations for a harmonized biomass and
bioenergy sustainability regime in the Danube region.
All achieved results will now be included in an online
tool, the so-called Danube biomass and bioenergy atlas,
which dedicated to actors along the targeted supply
chains. The tool will be online in the first half of 2018.
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The Deggendorf Institute of Technology (DIT), founded in 1994, has
quickly become one of the most pioneering and advanced universities
of applied sciences in Germany. Its mission is the continued focus on
high quality, practice-oriented and modern education combined with
advanced research, based within our business, technology and health
faculties.
The Deggendorf Institute of Technology (DIT) with its international
study courses at the European Campus in Pfarrkirchen and in
Deggendorf as well as with its many partner universities abroad,
attracts students from more than 60 countries to Deggendorf every
year.
For more information: www.th-deg.de/en/
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